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October 2008

Dear Parents,
I hope you are all looking forward to the half term holiday which begins on Friday 24th October. (in-service training day.)   I wish to keep you up to date with matters currently taking place in the school.
Communicating with Parents

Consultation Evenings – 10th and 11th November.

We have consultation evenings on the 10th and 11th November.  Teachers will make an appointment with you to discuss your child’s progress.

Year 5/6 Parents Raising Achievement Evening

We are going to invite Years 5 and 6 parents to school to discover more about the SATs and how they can help support their child and more about our assessment procedures in ‘Rowlands Gill Raising Achievement Evening’ on the 25th November 6pm – 7pm.  Please return the slip if you are going to attend.
Pupils Events
Christmas Events – Year 3 and 4

We have decided to do a  Year 3 and 4 Christmas concert performance in Rowlands Gill Primary School  (due to lack of heating in St Barnabas Church.)   Year 3 parents can attend at 10am and Year 4 parents at 2pm.  If you have any queries about this matter please contact the school.
We will let you know in advance regarding costumes and food items for Christmas parties.

Year 4 Greek Visitor

We have arranged a historian visitor to discuss the Greek way of life to pupils in Year 4 on Wednesday 22nd October.  Donations would be welcome of £1.50 per pupil.

Year 5 visit to Hookergate
Year 5 will be visiting Hookergate on Friday 7th November.  The bus will leave at 9.15am and return by lunchtime.  There is no cost for this visit.  Please return the reply slip by Wednesday 5th November.

School Meals Service
The School Council met representatives of the  School Meals Service this term.  The pupils  have agreed their favourite meal to eat once every week starting on Monday 13th October.  Their favourite meal is pepperoni pizza (cheese and tomato pizza for vegetarians) pasta and cheese for a side dish and ice cream and peaches for dessert.
The children have decided to try ‘Spudbusters’ next term.  This meal consists of a baked potato and three types of fillings (tuna/cheese/beans).  After half term there will be two choices of dinner for pupils, spudbuster or lunch. (See overleaf for the ‘Spudbuster’ and school meals menu)

The School Council decided they want to try food from different countries one day every term.  The pupils decided this term they will try food from France.  A date has not yet been agreed for this French meal.  I will tell the pupils shortly.
Cycles in School

May I remind pupils not to ride their cycles in the school grounds for health and safety reasons.  Thanks for your support in this matter.
New name for Busy Bees!

The children voted at the school council meeting for a new name for the out of school club ‘Busy Bees’.  The pupils chose Funky Monkeys‘.  The new business manager has gained a grant to purchase some new equipment used by the children who attend this club.

Kite News - Minister to visit school!
We are expecting a Minister for Natural Resources (Hugh Irricana-Davies  MP) to visit Rowlands Gill Primary School on the morning of 23rd October to look at our symbol of kites displayed around the school and how that symbol is used in school events or activities.  
Year 5 will perform a dance in the hall and some of the children will take the Minister on a tour of the school.  The school meals service is preparing a kite meal and it is optional the pupils can wear red on this date.
‘Big Sing’ - Thursday 27th November

The whole school is performing a ‘Big Sing’ at 2.45pm on the above date to raise money for Marie Curie Cancer Care.   Our song this year is a  specially arranged version of ‘You Gotta Be’ which will be sung in our school linked across the country from 02 Arena in London.  Lots of schools will be participating across the country in this ‘Big Sing’.  A donation of 50p would be much appreciated.  The pupils will practice the song during school time.

Operation Christmas Child

Following the success of the last three years, Operation Christmas Child will be repeating this charity event this year.  Pupils will be asked to bring a shoebox to school, filled with items which may be useful to a child in Eastern Europe.

In order to participate, pupils need to send a decorated shoebox which contains a selection of gifts for a girl or boy between the ages of two and fourteen.  The shoebox must not be sealed but held together with an elastic band.  I have attached a list of possible items which could be placed in the box.  There is also a leaflet for your information.

Please label the box with either a girl or boy sticker, then ask your child to cover the label - red for a girl and green for a boy.  There are cut out labels provided at the bottom of the attached sheet.  Each box should also contain a Christmas card from your child and an envelope with a £2 coin to help pay towards the cost of sending it.

We would appreciate your support in this event since we feel it is a worthwhile project for the pupils.  If they would like to include a photograph and their address to allow the child to write back, then that is entirely up to you.

We have asked for our boxes to be collected on 18th November.  If you wish to participate please return all boxes by this date.  All boxes will be checked before being sent to Europe.
PTA Events

The PTA is organising a Christmas Fair on Saturday the 29th November at 10am.  
Thanks to parents and pupils

Thanks for all your support to raise funds for the NSPCC.  We raised £2,355.34.   My thanks go to all the parents who raised these funds for the NSPCC.
Thanks also for your items of Harvest Festival food that were collected by the Peoples Kitchen.

Many thanks for your support on these charity events.

Yours faithfully
H Martin

Headteacher
__________________________________________________________________________________
Year 5/6 Parents Raising Achievement Evening 

I wish/do not wish to attend the above evening on Tuesday 25th November 6pm – 7pm.
Signed ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________


Class _________


      Parent/Guardian

Year 5 Visit to Hookergate – Friday 7th November.

I wish/do not wish my child _____________________________
Class _________

to participate in the above visit.

Signed ________________________
Date ______________

      Parent/Guardian
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