NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER 2008

1.    Consultation Evenings
Parent consultation meetings this term will be held on the following dates:-

Monday 10th November      -  3.20 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.

Tuesday 11th November      -  3.20 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
2.   Year 6 SATs Examinations
The end of KS2 SATs examinations will take place during the week

Monday 11th May to Friday 15th May 2009.  May I remind parents that it is essential that all Year 6 pupils attend school on these dates. 
3.  Harvest Festival Singsong – Key Stage 1
We would like to invite parents of Year 1 and Year 2 to come to our Harvest Festival at St. Barnabas Church on Tuesday 14th October at 10 a.m.  Rev. Hewitt will attend and the pupils will perform some harvest songs.  All donations of food (tinned food, vegetables and packet food) will go to the People’s Kitchen, Bath Lane, Newcastle, to support homeless people.  Donations are welcomed in  to the school from 6th October.
4. P.T.A.
The PTA will be having a cake day on Friday 17th October and are arranging an 

Autumn Disco for pupils on Thursday 25th September.  The times are:-

Key Stage 1     -  3.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m.

Key Stage 2     -  4.45 p.m. - 5.45 p.m.

5.  Hookergate New Intake Day for Year 6 Pupils
Pupils transferring to Hookergate next September are invited to visit the school on Friday, 26th September 2008.

A bus is arranged to collect the pupils from Rowlands Gill Primary School at

9.15 a.m. and will leave Hookergate School at 12.15 p.m.   A member of staff from Hookergate will arrive at school to escort the pupils to and from Hookergate.  

6.  Swimming – Year 4
Year 4 will be swimming this year, commencing Friday 12th September.
The pupils require a towel, costume and a hat if they have long hair.

7.    Christmas Concert
KS2 (Year 3 and 4 only) -  Carol Service on Tuesday 9th December at 1.45 p.m. 

                                              at St. Barnabas Church.  Due to limitations of seating

                                              available and the fact pupils had to perform twice on

                                              both evening events, we have decided to perform a 

                                              Carol Service for Year 3 and Year 4 in

                                              St. Barnabas Church and Year 5 and Year 6 

                                              perform a Christmas concert at this school.  

KS2 (Year 5 and 6)  -  Wednesday 10th December at 6.30 p.m. at this school

KS1 (Year 1)            -  Thursday 11th December at 9.30 am. at this school

KS1 (Year 2)            -  Thursday 11th December at 2.30 p.m. at this school

Foundation 

 (Nursery & Reception) -  Friday 12th December at 10.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m.

Year 5 – Year 6

For the evening performance, we ask that all pupils return to school in order to 

prepare at 6.00 p.m.  There will be no charge for entry, although collections will 

be made after the performances should you wish to make a donation to the school fund.

Seats will be limited.
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8.   Christmas Parties
The Christmas parties will be held on these dates:

KS2 (Year 3 and Year 4)    -  Monday 15th December at 1.15 p.m. - 3.20 p.m.

KS2 (Year 5 and Year 6)    -  Tuesday 16th December at 1.15 p.m. - 3.20 p.m.

KS1 (Year 1)                        -  Wednesday 17th December at 1.15 p.m. - 3.20 p.m.

KS1 (Year 2)                        -  Thursday 18th December at 1.15 p.m. - 3.20 p.m.

Foundation

 (Reception & Nursery)      -   Friday 19th December at 9.00 a.m. and 12.40 p.m.

9.  Christmas Dinner
The school Christmas dinner will take place on Thursday 11th December

10.   Christmas Holidays
Parents are reminded that children start their Christmas holidays on 

Friday, 19th December and return to school on Monday 5th January 2009.

11.    Car Parking
May I remind parents and other visitors to park in the school car park and avoid parking on driveways if you are parking on Dominies Close.

12.    Artefact Theatre Company – Key Stage 2 Pupils
The Artefact Theatre Company is holding a performance during November.             It is an interactive history play for Key Stage 2 children.  May I request a donation of £1.00 from each child towards the cost of the performance.

13.   Names on Uniform/ Lost property
Would you please ensure your child’s name is clearly visible on school uniform to ensure that items can be returned to the pupil.  Please check you have the correct jumper for your child.

We have a lot of lost property left in school last term.  Next week

(in the Learning Zone on Thursday 11th September) the lost property will be on tables for parents to reclaim any pupils property.
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14.  Dinner Money

Would parents kindly ensure that all monies sent into school are put securely in a sealed envelope indicating your child’s name/class and what the payment relates to, so it can be easily recognised by the school secretary.  

15.  Nut Allergies
We have a few children in school who are allergic to nuts.  May we advise parents to check there are no nut additives in their packed lunch or food containing traces of nuts.

16.   Class Booklet
In October parents will receive a booklet informing them about how to help their   
child at home, and to prepare for the school curriculum including homework and curriculum matters.

17. Adult Education – Enrolment days
We are enrolling for adult education, provided by Gateshead Council on Thursday 11th September, 3.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m., in the Reception area of 

Rowlands Gill Primary School.  The courses available are:-

Wine tasting

Salsa/Latin dance

Photography

Map reading

Fancy dress making 

I.T. beginners

Family history

Deaf awareness

The courses are held on Thursday evenings from 6.00 p.m.  -  9.00 p.m. with various starting dates.

If you wish to contact Gateshead Council to enrol, please telephone 0191 4338646.
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18.  NSPCC Event
On Monday 8th September Christine Platt will have visited our school to discuss some important safety messages and talk to the children regarding the NSPCC charity.  The children will be asked whether they would like to join in a sponsored event which will be running in our school.  This event promises to be both educational and inspirational and we hope the children will both enjoy and support this worthy cause by participating in this activity.

The school will be taking part in a sponsored spelling activity which will take place in class during the week beginning the 15th September.

We require the donations to this charity by 24th September if you wish to participate.  Many thanks for your help in this matter. 
Yours faithfully,

H.J. Martin

Head Teacher

Enc.                                                              
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