Newsletter 2

October 2011

Dear Parent,

I would like to inform you of events taking place in school and their dates.
Communication with Parents

Consultation Evenings

Parent consultation meetings this term will be held on the following dates:
Monday 17th October 
-
3.20pm - 6.00pm

Tuesday 18th October
-
3.20pm - 6.00pm

Christmas Concert  dates and Christmas Parties

The annual Christmas Concerts will be held on the following dates:
Foundation Stage

-        Friday 2nd December at 10am

(Nursery and Reception)

KS2 (Year 4)       

-         Tuesday 6th December at 2pm

KS2 (Year 5/6)                       -         Tuesday 6th December at 6pm
KS2 (Year 3)


-         Carol Service on Wednesday 7th December at 9.30am
KS1 (Year 1 and 2)

-         Thursday 8th December at 9.30am
For the evening performance for Year 5 and 6, we ask that all pupils return to school by 

5.30pm  

Seats will be limited

The Christmas Parties will be held on these dates;

Nursery                 
 
-          Friday 9th December at 9am and 12.40pm  
KS2 (Year 3 and 4)

-
Monday 12th December 1.15pm- 3.20pm
KS2 (Year 5 and 6)

-
Tuesday13th December 1.15pm- 3.30pm
KS1 (Year 1 and 2)

-
Wednesday 14th December 1.15pm – 3.10pm

Reception


-
Thursday 15th December at 1.15pm-3.10pm

Parent Governor Vacancy

The Governors wish to inform you that we currently have a Parent Governor vacancy.  If you wish to complete an application form for this important role, please contact the office.  The closing date to receive the application forms is the 14th October.

Open Day for Parents - Monday 10th October

We have arranged an ‘Open Day’ on Monday 10th October (3.20pm - 4.30pm) for parents to tour the school.  Teachers will be in their classrooms on this date.

Harvest Festival  - Year 3 Assembly  - Thursday 20th October at 9.30am

Year 3 have arranged to perform a Harvest Festival Assembly for parents on Thursday 20th October at 9.30am.   Coffee will be served in the Learning Zone before the assembly.  All donations of food (tinned food, vegetables and packet food) will go to the People’s Kitchen, Bath Lane, Newcastle, to support homeless people.   Donations are welcome into school from the 10th October.

Charles Thorp Open Evening – Thursday 6th October

Charles Thorp has arranged an Open Evening on Thursday 6th October at 6pm for parents and pupils who are considering Charles Thorp as their choice of school for September 2012.   Please contact Charles Thorp School  (Telephone No 0191 4132113) if you wish to attend.

Curriculum Evening for Year 1/2, Year 3, Year 4/5 and Year 6
We are holding curriculum evenings for parents for Years 1/2, and Years 4/5 on the 7th November at 5.00pm- 5.30pm (Year 1 and Year 2) and 5.30pm – 6.00pm (Year 4 and Year 5). 

Curriculum evenings for Year 3 and Year 6 are on the 14th November at 5.00pm – 5.30pm (Year 3)  and 5.30pm – 6pm (Year 6.)

School Term Dates
	
	From


	To
	Half Term Holidays



	Autumn
	Tuesday 

6th September 2011
	Friday

16th December 2011
	Monday  24th 

to

Friday 28th October 2011



	Spring
	Tuesday

3rd January 2012
	Friday

30th March 2012
	Monday 13th

to

Friday  17th February 2012



	Summer
	Monday

16th April 2012


	Friday

20th July 2012


	Monday 4th June 

to

Friday  8th June 2012




In addition to the above dates, school will be closed to pupils on Friday 21 October, Tuesday 3 January 2011. 

Occasional day for staff will be 20 July 2012.   Pupils will not be in school on this date.

Pupils’ Events

‘Bike it Breakfast’- Wednesday 19th October

Alan Barlow is arranging ‘Bike it Breakfast’ on Wednesday 19th October.  Parents and pupils who cycle to school on this date can get a free breakfast!   Contact the school if your child has any food allergies.

Themed Lunch – Thursday 20th October.
The School Meals Service has arranged a  “Tin Tin Day”  on Thursday 20th October to celebrate the new film.  Pupils can dress up on that date as a character from “Tin Tin”  if they wish.
Children in Need - Friday 18th November

We are celebrating ‘Children in Need’  day on Friday 18th November.   We have arranged a  themed lunch on that date entitled ‘Teddy Bears Picnic’ to celebrate Pudsey Bear’s work. 

This is a non uniform day and children can make a donation to ‘Children in Need’.
Viking for Schools Calendar Competition for Year 1 to Year 6
Viking, the new school stationary and office supplies specialists are proud to announce a new calendar competition.  The winning prize is £10,000 which could be used to by resources for our school.
To enter the competition entrants must create an A4 landscape image that ‘reflects what they like about their school.’ The chosen image will be featured in the 2012 Viking for Schools Calendar.  Pupils will create this image in school art lessons.

If you do not wish your child to submit an entry in to this competition please contact the school before the 14th October. 

Operation Christmas Child

Pupils will be asked to bring a shoebox to school, filled with items/gifts  which will be suitable for  a child from Eastern Europe to receive at Christmas time.
We have asked for our boxes to be collected on Friday 4th November.  If you wish to participate please return all boxes by this date.  All boxes will be checked before being sent to Europe.
Attached is a form detailing the information of how to participate in this event.

Questionnaire Results

The school has analysed the questionnaires distributed to parents in September. Currently, this questionnaire is used by Ofsted. The results are positive and are detailed below:
100% of parents agree that their child enjoys school

100% of parents feel the school keeps their child safe

95% of parents feel their child is making good progress at school

90% of parents feel that the school helps their child to have a healthy lifestyle

92% of parents feel that the school informs me about their child’s progress

100% of parents feel that the school expects their child to work hard and do his/her best

85% of parents feel that the school sets appropriate homework

92% of parents feel that the school makes sure their child is well prepared for the future

97% of parents feel that the school provides a good range of activities including trips or visits for their children

97% of parents feel that the school treats their child fairly and with respect.

90% of parents feel that the school meets my child’s particular needs

90% of parents feel that the school deals effectively with unacceptable behaviour

85% of parents feel that the school has appropriate procedures for dealing with complaints (13% left it blank or did not know)

80% of parents feel that the school is led and managed effectively (13% left it blank or did not know)

97% of parents feel that overall they are happy with my child’s experience at this school

We wish to thank you for all your comments to help improve the school.  These comments will be taken into consideration by the Governors and the Senior Management Team in due course.

Christmas Dinner
The school Christmas dinner will take place on Thursday 8th December. Please return the attached slip if you want your child to have a Christmas dinner.
Finally

Thank you to Mrs Matthews who is organising the Christmas Cards Fundraising Scheme.

Yours faithfully

H Martin

Headteacher

CHRISTMAS DINNER

Could you please indicate below if your child would like to stay on Thursday.
8th December for the School Christmas Dinner.  This will consist of a traditional 

roast turkey meal.  The cost of a dinner is £1.90 (payable in advance.)
CHRISTMAS DINNER

Yes, my child would like to stay for dinners on 8.12.11         


No, my child would like packed lunch on 8.12.11 
Dietary Requirements 

e.g. Vegetarian ……………………………………………………………………………..

       Allergies ………………………………………………………………………………

Child’s Name ……………………………………………………………………………..

Class ………………………………………………………………………………………

This form must be returned by Friday 18th November so the Head Cook can ascertain the exact requirements for Christmas Lunch
Calendar of Events October – December  2011
October

Monday 10th 

- 
Open Day for parents (3.20pm – 4.30pm)

Monday 17th    
-
Consultation Evenings

Tuesday 18th 

-
Consultation Evenings

Wednesday 19th 
-
‘Bike It Breakfast’

Thursday 20th  
-
Year 3 Harvest Festival at 9.30am




Friday 21st  

-
In-service day for staff (school closed on this date)

November

Friday 4th  

-
Last Day for Operation Christmas Shoe Box Appeal

Monday 7th

-
Curriculum Evening for Years 1/2 at 5pm – 5.30pm





Curriculum Evening for Years 4/5 at 5.30pm - 6pm

Monday 14th 

-
Curriculum Evening for Year 3 at 5.00pm – 5.30pm





Curriculum Evening for Year 6 at 5.30pm – 6.00pm

Friday 18th 

-
Children in Need Day

Wednesday 30th 
-
‘Bling Yer Bike’ for Christmas


December
The annual Christmas Concerts will be held on the following dates;

Friday 2nd   

-
Nursery and Reception at10am      




Tuesday 6th  

-
Year 4 at 2pm

          

Tuesday 6th      
-
Year 5 and 6 at 6.00pm

Wednesday 7th            -          Carol Service at 9.30am
Thursday 8th                -
Year 1 and 2 at 9.30am

The Christmas Parties will be held on these dates;

Friday 9th   

-
Nursery
 -
9am and 12.40pm 
Monday 12th

_
Year 3 and 4    -          1.15pm - 3.20pm

Tuesday 13th

-
Year 5 and 6
 - 
1.15pm - 3.30pm

Wednesday 14th  
-
Year 1 and 2    - 
1.15pm – 3.10pm
Thursday 15th

-
Reception
 - 
1.15pm – 3.10pm
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