NEWSLETTER 7

March 2011

Dear Parent,

Welcome back from the half term holiday. The following information may be of use to you over the coming weeks.

Communication with Parents

Consultation Evenings

Parents’ Consultation Evenings this term will be held on the following dates

Monday 21st March

Tuesday 22nd March

Photographs

Tempest Photographers will take individual photographs on Thursday 17th March.  Full school uniform should be worn on this occasion.

Parking outside the Main Entrance

May I remind you that parking outside the main entrance is for staff and visitors to school only.

Please be considerate to residents and refrain from parking over driveways.

Change of Address/Telephone Number

Please inform school if there are any change in your personal circumstances i.e. change of address or telephone number in order that the school records can be kept up to date in case of emergency.

Year 5 Assembly Day- Friday 11th March

We have arranged a Year 5 assembly on Friday 11th March at 9.15am.  Parents are welcome to attend.  Coffee is served from 9am onwards in the Learning Zone.

Holiday Dates

Easter
-
Monday 18th April- Monday 2nd May (School
                     

           re-opens on Tuesday 3rd May)

Summer Half Term

- 
Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June 

Summer


-
School closes on Wednesday 20th July and                       

           re-opens on Monday 5th September

In-service Day

 - 
Monday 11th April
Royal Wedding Holiday
 - 
Monday 27th June 

E- Safety Talks to parents –Monday 7th March
Mike Carter, our ICT Adviser, is going to hold a meeting with KS2 pupils about safety on the internet on Monday 7th March. 

Parents are also invited to a meeting in school regarding safety on the internet. This meeting will take place in Mr Dempsey’s room 5.30 - 6.30pm. 
Travelling Book Company – Tuesday 15th March – Friday 18th March

We have invited the Travelling Book Company into school.  This will be in the Learning Zone.  Books are on sale from 3.10pm – 4.15pm.

If any parents would like to volunteer to help please contact Mr Cliff.

 KSI ‘Parent Helpers’

We have invited Barbara Wood, Library Services Manager, to visit school on 7th March at 3.30pm - 4.30pm to discuss with parents if they would like to be ‘helpers’  in school to support reading in KS1.  

If you wish to attend this meeting please complete the slip below.

KS1  ‘Parent Helpers’

I wish/do not wish to attend the meeting on 7th March 2011 3.30pm – 4.30pm.

Name of Child ……………………………………………
Class ………………..

Signed ……………………………………………………   Date …………………




Parent/Guardian
Pupil Events

The Royal Wedding – Friday 15th April
The School Council has decided to celebrate the Royal Wedding Day on Friday 15th April by wearing red, blue and white.  Pupils can design a crown which they can wear on this date.
The cooks will prepare a ‘party feast’ on that date!

Puberty Talk- Year 6

We have arranged a Puberty Talk for Year 6 pupils on Monday 28th March. The school nurse will be present.  The nurse talks to girls and boys separately and then answer any questions.
Sponsored Cycle Ride Event

We have arranged a sponsored cycle ride for pupils and parents.  This will take place on Sunday 6th March at 2pm.

Parents and pupils will cycle along the Derwent Walk for three/four miles.  If your child enters this sponsored event, their name will go into a draw and Alan Barlow (Sustrans Officer for Gateshead) will pick out the winning pupil on Monday 14th March. The wonderful prize is a bike (generously donated by Alan Barlow.) 

The ride will leave school (via the MUGA Area next to the main entrance onto Dominies Close) with the children pushing their bikes. The riders will all push their bikes as it is a steep bank and leads to a busy road at the bottom.  The riders will push their bikes to the crossing point across the A694 and we will use the pedestrian crossing to safely cross onto the path on the other side.  From the path we will proceed onto the Derwent Walk where the ride will take place. The Derwent walk is a traffic free route for shared use.  The ride will head towards Blaydon and we will stop at the field at Blaydon for a picnic.  On the way back the riders will follow the same route in reverse to get back to school – again pushing their bikes whilst walking.

If your child wishes to participate, please complete the attached form and return it to school be entered into the draw, together with your completed sponsorship form.  

‘Bike it Breakfast – Friday 1st April 2011

Alan Barlow is arranging a ‘Bike it Breakfast’ on Friday 1st April.   Parents and pupils who cycle to school on this date will get a free breakfast!  (Contact the school if your child has allergies.)

Year 6 SATs and Summer Tests

May I remind you that Year 6 SATs will take place during the week beginning Monday 9th May 2011.  May I remind parents that it is essential that all Year 6 pupils attend school on these dates.  Summer tests for Years 3, 4 and 5 will commence the following week.

Dance Festival- Tuesday 15th March (Year 6L)

If your child is participating in this event, it will take place on Tuesday 15th March in the afternoon.  We will arrange a bus to take the children to the SAGE.  Tickets will be on sale at The SAGE Box Office and are priced at £6 with concessionary rates of £4 for senior citizens,  £3 for unwaged and Under 19s.

World Book Day – Thursday 3rd March
We will be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March. 

We have been fortunate to invite a children’s author into school on this date to talk to children from Nursery to Year 6.
Steve Weatherill is a leading children’s author and illustrator, best known for his loveable Baby Goz character for young children.  Alongside the Baby Goz stories, Steve has produced a wide range of books and activity packs for children of all ages including a series of Read and Play Traditional Tales and the History Activity Books.

This year, pupils do not need to dress up on this date, although they may want to bring in their favourite book on World Book Day.

A donation £1.00 per child would be graciously received to partly fund the author’s visit to the school.
Red Nose Day - Friday 18th March
The School Council have decided to wear red on the above date.  A  donation of  50p to charity would be appreciated.
PTA Events

The PTA are organising a Cake Day on Friday 11th March.

We are still looking for a volunteer to take on role of Secretary for this important fund-raising post.  Please contact the school if you are interested in this exciting role.

Finally
Thank you for all your support in raising funds for charities and school events.
Yours faithfully

H Martin

Headteacher

______________________________________________________________________

Please complete the slip below and return it to school to be entered into the draw.
My child is going to participate in the sponsored cycle ride event on Sunday 6th March.

Name …………………………………………………………..
Class ……………………
Signed …………………………………………………………
Date …………………….




Parent/Guardian

NAME  ………………………………………………………………..   CLASS ……………….

SPONSORED CYCLE EVENT TO RAISE MONEY FOR SCHOOL FUNDS

	NAME


	DONATION
	PAID

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Diary Dates

March

Thursday 3rd

 -
World Book Day

Sunday 6th 

 -         Sponsored Bike Ride 

Monday 7th                -         E- Safety Talk for parents (5.30 – 6.30pm)/KS1 ’Parent     

                                            Helpers’  talk ( 3.30pm- 4.30pm)                                                

Tuesday 15th

 -
Dance Festival

Friday 11th

_
Cake Day/Year 5 Assembly at 9.15am                                              

Thursday 17th
- 
Individual Photographs

Monday 21st

-
Consultation Evening

Tuesday 22nd
  
-
Consultation Evening

Monday 28th             -          Puberty Talk for Y6 pupils.

April

Friday 1st 

-
‘Bike it Breakfast’

Monday 11               -           In-service day (pupils are not in school)   

Friday 15th 

-
 Royal Wedding Day- Pupils can wear red, blue and white!





 Pupils break up for Easter
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