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Funky Monkeys Newsletter October 2009
To parents/carers
Welcome back to a new school year and we are already nearly up to half term.
As many of you will know Ashley Gardener is leaving to have a baby in December and will return in September 2010.  She has had to leave slightly earlier that planned but will be coming back in on Thursday 22nd October for the night for our Halloween Party to say goodbye to all of the children.  We would like to welcome Leanne Smith to the group who will be working with us while Ashley is on maternity cover.

We have arranged for The Bike it project to come into Funky Monkeys on Thursday 12th November and Wednesday 18th November.  Alan Barlow, a Bike it Officer will spend an hour between 3.30 and 4.30 with our children out in the yard with their bikes doing activities. On these days any children wishing to take part in these activities will have to bring in their bike.  I will remind you all again before these dates.

We have also arranged for John Churchwood a Tai Quan Do instructor to come in to do some demonstrations and activities with the group. The dates for this are still to be confirmed.

If anyone (or anyone you know) has a special talent, hobby, skill or job that you think will interest the group and would be willing to come in and spend a short amount of time with group please let one of the staff know and we can arrange for you to come in.
We have a parents scrapbook on the parents table which shows photos and explanations of some of the activities that we have been doing and there is various photos and art work displayed around the room for you to see.

The current childcare voucher schemes set up are Busybees, Accor, Care 4, Allsave and You at work.  If anyone would like us to register for any other schemes please let us know.
There is a joint Rowlands Gill Under 5’s / PTA Christmas party this year at the Vale of Derwent on the 28th November.  There is a live band performing and a luxury buffet provided.  The Tickets are £12 and any proceeds will go to our group for the tickets we sell so please ask staff for details.

Finally few reminders of our procedures that help us all keep your children safe:

Can we please remind all parent carers to keep us updated on any allergies your children might have that are not already on their registration forms and also of any change of addresses and telephone contact details.

We understand that sometimes you have days you need to book the children in on short notice, however generally we ask that you book your sessions by a Thursday for the following week.
Any sessions cancelled within 48 hours will still be charged for.

Fees for late collection of your children are as follows, £10 up to 6.30 then £5 for every 10 minutes thereafter, this goes towards covering staff wages.

Children in Breakfast club must be brought into the group.  We need a parent/carer signature to say the child has been dropped off, it ensures your child has arrived safely into the group.  We also need you to sign your child out of Afterschool club. It is an OFSTED requirement to sign in/out your child as appropriate to safeguard your children.
Finally, a big thank you for all of the parent/carer questionnaire feedback forms that were returned from our previous newsletter.  These forms are valued by us and we encourage you to let us know any views you or your children have about the group.  We always strive to improve on the care we offer your children. If you have any views on any aspect of our setting please feel free to speak to one of the members of staff or note it down and either hand it in or leave it on the parents table in an envelope addresses to Funky Monkeys.

Thank you to you all for your continued support

Regards

 Funky Monkeys
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