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1. Rationale for Mixed Age Teaching

As you know, budgetary constraints and projected pupil  numbers have meant that the school has had to consider alternative forms of pupil grouping and we have been using the term ‘mixed age classes’. Mixed age classes are found in school in every Local Authority in the country. However, it is important to note that long before this move, we have been increasingly using learning, teaching and assessment methods which focus on the INDIVIDUAL child therefore teachers have, for a long while, planned their lessons to take full account of the needs of each child/ to personalise his or her learning and to ensure that learning tasks are geared to the appropriate levels. This will continue in the new arrangements. 
Studies from previous decades have shown that children can develop cognitively and socially through interacting with older and younger children. One important fact to have emerged is that children benefit greatly from the opportunity to become an 'expert' for younger children to learn from.  Educationalists have argued that this can nurture thinking skills, problem solving skills, vocabulary and other social competencies.

In the mixed-age classroom where this level of interaction between children has been effectively achieved, there is likely to be a greater general sense of cooperation. Friendship groupings can cross traditional age boundaries and younger children can often view older children as part of the hierarchy of authority in their school when they share the same classroom. 
2 Skills and Topics

The school, with the help of the Local Authority advisors and consultants has spent this year
reviewing and then undertaking the re-design of the curriculum in order to best reflect

the needs and interests of our children, and to continue to meet the National Curriculum  

requirements. We teach subjects using a cross curricular approach entitled the ‘creative

curriculum’. This means that there are strong links between subjects and children see learning as

being connected, relevant and purposeful. Skills that they may have learnt in ICT or DT are used 
and applied in another context. Skills are extended and enriched through this approach and there

is no repetition of content for our children. 
Creative Curriculum is based on Personalised Learning which involves ‘the drive to tailor

education to individual need, interest and aptitude so as to fulfil every young person’s potential’.
3. Your Child and the Curriculum
These are a couple of fictional case studies of two children in our school in September 2009.

Case Study 1- Jake is a boy in Year 3 in 2009-2010 
In the morning Jake is studying the topic of Time in mathematics. Jake has been given a bus

timetable.He must work with a partner to find how long it takes to travel from Rowlands Gill to

Metrocentre. In literacy he must match sentences to pictures to describe and sequence a story.
In the afternoons, during this half term, the topic Jake is studying is ‘Talking of Tudors’.

Jake will visit Washington Old Hall to explore Tudors. When he returns he will look at the

Tudor family tree over a period of time and study events. He will write a Tudor play with other

pupils about King Henry V111 wives. The play may be performed and recorded using digital

cameras. This will then be edited using software.
In Art Jake will do some art work which involves the use of pastels or rich paints and the

children will paint portraits in the style of Tudor portraits. Later on that week Jake will sew

Tudor bookmarks. In design technology Jake will plan a Tudor house identifying roof shapes,

walls and decorative details. Next week he will use clay to make slabs to join together to make

Tudor houses.
Case Study 2 – Jane is a girl in Year 1 in 2009-2010.

In the morning in mathematics, Jane is learning about 3D shapes. She is working with the

teaching assistant. She has to describe the shapes and say what is the same or different about 
them. In literacy they have been reading ‘The Terrible Tiger’. Jane must complete the sentences

using the words given to her by the Teaching Assistant. All the words begin with the same initial

letter.
In the afternoon, during this half term the topic is ‘Light it Up!’ Jane is learning about the Great

Fire of London, how it started and why the fire spread. This week she will visit a Fire station and 
explore the dangers of fire. In Design technology she will learn about the different materials to 
build a London house. Next week she will build a model of a London house selected from a 
range of selected materials.

In ICT she will create firework pictures using reds and yellows. In geography she will look at 
maps of Great Britain and learn where London is. In Science Jane will learn what materials 
reflect light and collect some materials at home to bring in to class. In Religious Education Jane
will learn all about Fireworks and lights celebrated in Diwali Festival.
This teaching and learning is all differentiated to suit the needs of every child in this school.

Differentiation is ‘the process whereby an attempt is made to provide learning experiences which 
are matched to the needs, capabilities and previous learning of individual pupils’. This definition 
implies that teaching must take into account differences in learner characteristics. This in turn 
requires careful assessment, flexible planning and the provision of a variety of approaches to 
learning and teaching.

4. Assessment and Monitoring
We will set up an intensive monitoring strategy which involves planning to ensure differentiation in classes, regular tracking of pupils’ progress and scrutinising pupil’s books. The staff will plan together to ensure progression and continuity throughout the school.
We will send updated reports of how the system is working to parents every six months.
5 What Next?
We have arranged this timetable for parents;
Parents meet Staff

Tuesday 16th June - Current Reception and Year 1 parents meet teachers at 5pm- 5.30pm

Thursday 18th June - Current Year 2 and Year 3 parents meet teachers at 5pm-5.30pm

Curriculum Evenings

Monday 19th October – Curriculum evening for KS1 parents at 5-6pm

Tuesday 20th October – Curriculum evening for KS2 parents at 5- 6pm
Staff training next term involves staff looking at new mathematics programmes to deliver mixed age teaching and learning and discussing marking of writing with Literacy Consultant. 

The Senior Management Team is discussing tracking pupil’s achievement with the National Leader in Education.
6. Further Information

The following local schools also operate Mixed Age grouping and their Ofsted Reports can be found on the Ofsted website.

Highfield

St Philip Neri

Emmaville 

Lingey House

