General Welfare Requirement: Suitable premises, environment and equipment

Outdoor and indoor spaces, furniture and toys must be safe and suitable for their purpose.



Health and safety

Outdoor Play policy
Policy statement

This Policy will summarise the arrangements for ensuring the safety and security of children at play in designated outdoor areas of the preschool.

EYFS key themes and commitments
	A Unique Child
	Positive Relationships
	Enabling Environments
	Learning and Development

	1.3 Keeping safe
1.4 Health and well-being
	
	3.3 The learning environment
	


Procedures

1. Outdoor areas designated for play and activities are situated close to and provides for easy access to and from the preschool premises.

2. Access to the outdoor play area from the preschool premises is only possible through designated doors.

3. All outdoor play areas are fenced and properly secured to prevent children gaining access to the street and to prevent the ingress of stray dogs and other animals.  Children playing in outdoor areas will be supervised at all times by staff members ensuring that the staff: child ratios are maintained.

4. Each area is equipped with appropriate toys and facilities that provide a wide range of physical activity, to include running, jumping, balancing, climbing and crawling.  Toys and equipment are maintained in a safe and clean condition and this is verified through weekly inspections by preschool staff.

5. A regular Risk Assessment will be carried out on outdoor play areas.  This will address, amongst other issues, the vulnerability of children exposed to water (puddles and play equipment that hasn’t been emptied, water butts without adequate covering etc) and the proximity of hazardous plants or shrubs.

6. Climbing apparatus will be erected over a base of appropriate soft surface which extends beyond the floor area of the apparatus.  Children are not permitted to take toys or other small items of equipment onto climbing apparatus.

7. The number of children allowed outside at any one time will be determined through the professional judgement of Nursery staff who will take into account:

a. The weather conditions;

b. The activities, apparatus and equipment available;

c. The abilities, maturity and behaviour of the children.

8. All storage units used for storing hazardous materials, garden tools etc will be kept locked at all times.  The Preschool manager will be responsible for the safe keeping of the keys.

9. Sandpits will be covered when not in use.  Where sand has become spilt or contaminated this will be discarded and replenished with fresh sand.  This will form part of the Risk Assessment exercise identified in 5 above.

Legal Framework
· Health and Safety at Work Act (1974)
· Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1992 
· Electricity at Work Regulations 1989
· Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations(COSHH)
(2002)

· Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992 (as amended)
· Health and Safety (Display Screen Equipment) Regulations 1992 

Further guidance

· Health and Safety Law: What you Should Know (HSE 1999) 
www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/law.pdf
· Health and Safety Regulation…a Short Guide (HSE 2003)
www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/hsc13.pdf 
· Electrical Safety and You (HSE 1998)
www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg231.pdf
· COSHH: A Brief Guide to the Regulations (HSE 2005)
www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg136.pdf
· Manual Handling – Frequently Asked Questions (HSE)
www.hse.gov.uk/contact/faqs/manualhandling.htm
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